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THE DIRTINESS OF POVERTY

Background for a smiling character in a picture of  a group of campesinos playing

Luis F.Ulloa

I have seen two pictures

Two very good  pictures 

(technically speaking). 

I discovered in both of them  

same houses in the background




same children playing and smiling





same ball






same river







but different feelings.

What I saw was neither an elementary school,

nor a summer camp,

nor a paradise

It was Poverty!

Same poverty from two points of view

"Just check the differences"

I ordered myself,

"And yes …  be afraid"

I cried out.

Poverty has two faces and  maybe more

So, yes be afraid

Smell, imagine, wonder, guess, predict 

And be afraid 

Two pictures

One was hiding what the other tried to tell.

Could smiles  hide something?

A widening of the mouth isn't necessarily a smile

And not always means happiness

Recognize the pictures

Look at them

Smell the sewage water filling the river

Brush the mud on the children's skins

Imagine parasites infesting the youths again and again.

With or without permission go inside the houses in the background

Watch out! These are real "tugurios", 

"favelas", 

"barrios de invasión"

(Oh I am sorry) 

There is no  English word for these hovels or shacks

Neither in  handy college dictionaries

Nor  in  thesaurus for international experts.

You know,  these are pictures from Latin-America, 

(my place)   

Do you wonder what might be inside the "houses"?

Let's think on  ten or fifteen people in a single room

They are Sleeping,  

making love, 

fighting,  

maybe …  dreaming

Yes, they also dream.

They dream in spite of all these terrible odors,







Cockroaches








Scorpions









Police









   And rats

Try to predict what every child on the picture 

will be doing in five  years.

Is it interesting?

Guess how many of them will be alive then

Still interesting?

And of course do nothing, 

These people and Poverty are not your business.

Just be sorry

Let all these well-paid and  well-dressed employees, 

And their  International Development Organizations,  

And their associated companies

To do such job.

Just be sorry …

Just be sorry

And do not ask anymore 

Where is the dirtiness of poverty
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